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Dec. 15: At about 6 a.m. Gerardo Hernandez Torres, a baker by occupation from Mejicanos, San
Salvador, died in Mariona Prison as a result of injuries from torture. Torres and two other men,
Vladimir Guzman Rosales and Jose Guardado Dominguez were captured Dec. 12 by soldiers
of the Atlacatl Battalion and taken to the barracks of the 1st Infantry Brigade. Later they were
moved to the National Police headquarters, and then transferred to Mariona Prison on Dec. 14. All
three were subjected to physical and psychological torture at the Infantry Brigade Barracks and
the National Police Headquarters. According to the 17 other political prisoners currently held in
Mariona, Torres began screaming in pain at 1 a.m. At 4 a.m. he lost consciousness and died two
hours later. According to Rosales and Dominguez, Torres was given electric shocks, beaten severely,
especially in the chest, thrown down a flight of stairs, and drugged while at the army and police
headquarters. There has been no official comment or response from the authorities about this case.
Dec. 14: Five persons participating in a strike at the "La Lima" coffee plantation in La Libertad
department were captured by soldiers of the elite "Cazadores" battalion, a part of the department's
Cavalry Brigade Barracks. The strike, involving 275 workers, was initiated on the same day. The
five taken into custody were Carlos Rodriguez, General Secretary of the National Association of
Agricultural Workers (ANTA) and executive member of the National Union of Campesinos (UNC);
Reinaldo Garcia, General Secretary of the National Association of Campesinos (ANC) and executive
member of the UNC; Rosario Acosta, member of the executive council of ANTA; Pedro Campos,
member of ANTA; and Salvador Ruiz, member of the ANC. As of late Dec. 15, they were being held
at the Cavalry Barracks. Dec. 16: The non-governmental Human Rights Commission of El Salvador
(CDHES) received unconfirmed reports that the five agricultural workers had been released.
FECMAFAM, the Federation of Mothers of the Disappeared of El Salvador, announced plans to
occupy the National Cathedral in protest of these and other continued human rights violations.
This week: The Mike-Mike Luggage Factory in San Salvador continues under military occupation,
which began over a month ago. Mike-Mike workers have been struggling for their legal right to
unionize. They recently won certification from the Ministry of Labor and reached an agreement
with the factory owners to grant recognition to the union, but the company refuses to comply with
many of the terms of the agreement. Owners have instead sought to intimidate the workers by
stationing armed soldiers in the workplace. The Popular Credit Bank was also militarized after a
series of confrontations between demonstrating workers and management. Eleven workers who
were involved in union activities were fired. Thus far, the bank has refused employees' demands to
reinstate them. [Basic data from the National Union of Salvadoran Workers-UNTS and CDHES, via
El Rescate (Los Angeles, Calif.)]
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